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Gilbert & Bennett Public Forum
❖ History of the Gilbert & Bennett Mfg. Co (G&B) dates back to 1818

❖ The company was a leading manufacturer of wire mesh, screens and fencing 
products

❖ The area we know as Georgetown was a vibrant multi-ethnic neighborhood 
populated by employees of the G&B Mfg. Co. (175 in the early 1900s) and their 
families.

❖ In 1987, the Gilbert & Bennett buildings are added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

❖ The Georgetown Historic District contains 144 buildings and sites, and the G&B 
factory as well as homes, schools and churches are included in the district.

*The website www.historyofredding.com  is a source of historic information contained on this slide.

http://www.historyofredding.com
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Gilbert & Bennett Public Forum
❖ 1989 The Georgetown G&B factory ceases production

❖ 1999 Gilbert & Bennett receives bankruptcy protection, owing $1mm in unpaid 
property taxes

❖ 2000 Board of Selectmen recognizes the need for a redevelopment plan for the 
abandoned facility and convenes a Master Plan Committee to develop a 
comprehensive vision for Georgetown 

❖ In 2002, Town selects a developer and sell tax liens to Stephen Soler of the 
Georgetown Land Development Corporation for $1mm

❖ In 2003, The Town and the Developer collaborated on a week-long charrette 
process.

❖ This collaboration produced a Master Plan for a mixed use, pedestrian friendly 
and environmentally responsible village center. 



Gilbert & Bennett MASTER PLAN
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Gilbert & Bennett Master Plan
The Gilbert & Bennett Master Plan was approved by the 
Zoning Commission in 2004. 

The Master Plan special permit expires July 8, 2018

The site plan expires May 10, 2015. The owner can apply 
for an extension to July 8, 2018

❖ 416 Units of Housing  
❖ 375,000 SF Commercial, Retail & Civic Space  
❖ Reactivated Metro North Train Station
❖ Wastewater Treatment Plant    
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Gilbert & Bennett Public Forum
❖ In 2005, the  Georgetown Special Taxing District, a quasi municipal entity, is established 

by an Special Act of the Legislature, has the authority to issue bonds to fund 
infrastructure improvements in the District and to levy taxes on property within the 
district.

❖ Phase III expansion of Sewer Treatment plant is funded

❖ Demolition of non-historic structures and removal of environmental contaminants

❖ A Remediation Action Plan is approved by DEP in 2008 that will allow for the 
environmental remediation of the property as it is developed (40,000 cubic yards est.)

❖ The Norwalk River which runs through the property is “daylighted"

❖ In 2008, the economic downturn effectively stalls the project.

❖ The Town of Redding receives grant funding and completes intersection work at Rt. 107 
and Rt. 57
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Present History - 2014
❖ November 2013, A new Board of Selectmen takes office

❖ First Selectman Focused on the Gilbert & Bennett Wire Mill Project

❖ Identify Impediments To Progress
❖ Debt, ownership structure, access to capital for infrastructure, development partner

❖ Explore Solutions & Work Collaboratively
❖ DECD $5.6mm grant to GSTD is announced in January

❖ Negotiations between parties are renewed, Town takes an active role

❖ Protect Town’s Interests
❖ Establish the Town’s lien status

❖ When negotiations stall, commence foreclosure process, sending demand letters for payment of back taxes

❖ Payment of $77,000 is received for the JP Industrial Parcel

❖ Parties back to the table for further negotiations with last meeting on September 4, 2014. 
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G&B

55 Acre
Brownfield Site

Town of Redding

$2.5mm tax liens 
on G&B Property
$1.2 WPCC loan

GLDC
Owner/Developer

$1.5mm TAN &
 Other Debt

GSTD 
Debt $20mm+

14.45mm bonds
 5.0mm loan 

      
14.5mm tax liens 

assigned to bondholders

Bondholders

WHI
Invesco

Oppenheimer
control tax district liens

WPCC

$1.2 due Town of Redding
Is owed $1.5mm by GSTD
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Georgetown Sewer Treatment Plant
❖ Redding Water Pollution Control Commission governs the plant

❖ The plant was expanded to meet the needs of the G&B Development and then deeded to the Town in 
May 2011.

❖ GLDC/GSTD is contractually obligated to pay the cost of the excess sewer capacity (delta payment) until 
such time as there are ratepayers in the District, now $25,551/month.  They are in arrears.

❖ The WPCC filed Notice of Lien Rights:  this notice was filed on July 20, 2009

❖ The total now due from GSTD  is $1,500,503.18

❖ Redding loans to WPCC as of June 15, 2014 total $1,225,713.75 and are necessary to keep the plant 
operating

❖ Capacity is 245,000 gallons per day 

❖ Phase I       Town of Redding (30,000 gpd)

Phase II      Meadow Ridge (45,000 gpd)

Phase III    Gilbert & Bennett (170,000 gpd)



November 17, 2014 •  Public Forum

State of Connecticut Involvement
❖ The State of Connecticut has been an active partner, providing 

grant support for the redevelopment of the Gilbert & Bennett

❖ In January 2014 the Dept. of Economic and Community 
Development awarded a $5.6mm grant to the GSTD to fund 
river wall reconstruction and the intersection improvements 

❖ The grant is contingent on the GSTD meeting criteria including 
1. funding the soft costs and 2. showing sufficient capital 
investment to build phase 1 housing ($60mm - 100 units)

❖ It remains unclear whether the GSTD can meet the grant terms
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re wire Phase II:  Feasibility Study of Historic Core

❖ The DECD through the CT Trust for Historic Preservation is currently funding a 
$150,000 feasibility study focused on the G&B historic core. 

❖ The State of Connecticut has placed a high priority on the redevelopment of 
Historic Mill Properties and Brownfield Sites.  Georgetown is a model property for 
this kind of redevelopment. 

❖ The architecture firm, WASA Studio, working on the feasibility study has 
completed its review of the buildings conditions and an evaluation of what it will 
take to stabilize them.

❖ There is an understanding that additional subsidies will have to come into play to 
make it economically viable….state and federal historic preservation tax credits

❖ Report anticipated in January 2015


