
THE NEW HEIDA
Westport’s own International Music Competition 

2019



-Heida Hermanns 
excerpt from her memoirs, 1991 

“In all the world, no more than two dozen classical music performers strike it rich…the others must 
struggle to stay out of debt, charging seemingly exorbitant fees to cover their expenses and making it 
all but impossible for most organizations to hire them.  It’s a vicious circle, and I wanted to see if we 
could change that, and make it a more benign circle.”



about the competition

Founded in 1972 by pianist, teacher, and philanthropist Heida Hermanns, the Heida Hermanns 
International Music Competition is dedicated to advancing the careers of the most accomplished 
young pianists, string musicians, and vocalists around the world, while inspiring audiences and the 
community with their performances. 

Each year an esteemed jury of pre-eminent musicians reviews a promising array of submissions in a 
particular category and chooses 4 finalists between the ages of 18-30.  These finalists are then 
invited to journey to Westport for the final stage of judging, where they compete in a number of 
events designed to showcase their talents. 

The winner receives a $10,000 cash prize and each finalist receives a $2,500 honorarium and lodging 
with host families for the week.  In addition to the cash prize, the winner receives an invitation to 
return to Westport for a solo performance at a later date. 

Prior winners include celebrated pianists who have gone on to perform in the world’s most important 
halls, such as Frederic Chiu, Yue Chu, Timur Mustikimov, Spencer Myer, and Josh Wright.



about heida hermanns

Born in Wiesbaden Germany in 1906, Heida Hermanns made her debut at the 
Berlin Philharmonic at age 18 after studying piano first under her mother’s 
tutelage, and formally at Berlin Hochschule fur Musik with Egon Petri, Artur 
Schnabel, Carl Friedberg, and Isabella Vengerova. 

Hermanns toured Europe as a recitalist and concerto soloist in the 1920s and 
early 30s, until she married music critic and author Arthur Holde, and they 
emigrated to the United States.  Six years following their arrival, Hermanns 
began her New York performances at Town Hall in 1942 and were followed by a 
series of chamber music recitals, often performing with John Corigliano, the 
concertmaster of the New York Philharmonic. 

In the late 1940’s, Hermanns and Holde moved to Westport where they began a 
long career of supporting the arts through a number of organizations which she 
either founded, or sponsored or both.   The Connecticut Alliance for Music 
(CAM) and The Levitt Pavilion for the Performing Arts are two shining examples 
of her legacy and commitment to supporting emerging artists everywhere. 

For more information, please consult two original printed publications, both Hermanns Memoirs and her 
1942 Town Hall programme, which can be found in the library at MoCA Westport.



welcoming finalists in 2019
The 2019 competition marks the return of the Heida after a 2 year hiatus, and features four accomplished pianists who will 
perform in various settings during Heida Week.  Each will be invited to play a solo program in a salon setting at the home of 
their local host.  In addition, each will teach a Master Class with promising local students as well meet with local radio stations 
for live interviews.   

All of this offers our esteemed judges the ability to deeply understand the contestants in a variety of settings necessary for 
today and tomorrow’s well-rounded virtuosi. 

Veniamin BlokhPriscila Navarro Sahun Hong Stephanie Tang

This 24 year old Los Angeles 
native is currently studying at the 
Yale School of Music as a master 

of music candidate with Peter 
Serkin.  Her solo and chamber 
performances have garnered 

enthusiasm around the world at 
renowned competitions and 

recital halls, including Carnegie 
Hall at the age of 12.

Praised as an “artist already of 
enormous prowess” (Verbier 

Festival Newsletter), pianist Sahun 
Hong brings his colorful style and 

riveting energy to the solo, 
chamber, and concerto stage.  

Currently a student of Leon 
Fleisher, Hong is pursuing a 

doctorate at the Peabody Institute 
at Johns Hopkins University.

Passionate about piano from a 
young age, this 26 year old Russian 
born musician has been pursuing 

vocal and chamber music ever 
since.  He has studied and 

performed in venues across the 
globe, collaborating with musicians 
of great pedigree.  Just this year he 
was accepted to the TCU School of 

Music with a full scholarship for the 
Artist Diploma Program.

An exceptionally accomplished 
pianist, this 24 year old has won 
a number of competitions across 

the US, Europe and South 
America.  Her work continues at 

the Frost School of Music at 
University of Miami where she is 
currently pursuing her Doctorate 

in Piano Pedagogy under 
Santiago Rodriguez.



our judges

Frederic Chiu Simon Mulligan Spencer Myer

With a vibrant concert schedule, a 
legacy of 28 CDs, and a stream of 

superlatives from major critics around 
the globe, pianist Frederic Chiu 

occupies a special place in the world of 
classical music.  In an eclectic career, 
encompassing unusual collaborations 
and little-played repertoire, along with 

explorations into the psychology of 
performance, Chiu has demonstrated 

an ability to go beyond boundaries and 
to bring listeners with him.

British pianist Simon Mulligan has been 
described by The Times (London) as ‘the 
most abundantly gifted of pianists;’ by 

Yehudi Menuhin as ‘one of the finest 
pianists I have ever had the pleasure of 

performing with;’ and by Herbie Hancock 
as ‘phenomenal.’  Following his debut with 

the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Mulligan has performed and recorded with 

the BBC Symphony, Detroit Symphony 
(under Slatkin), and English Symphony 
Orchestra (Boughton), to name a few.

Lauded for ‘superb playing’ and 
‘poised, alert musicianship’ by The 

Boston Globe, and labeled 
‘definitely a man to watch’ by 
London’s The Independent, 

American pianist Spencer Myer is 
one of the most respected and 
sought after artists on today’s 

concert stage.



our emcee

Alexander Platt

Alexander Platt has built a unique career spanning the worlds of symphony, chamber 
music, and opera as a conductor, music director, curator, and host.  Based in Chicago 

and New York, he is Music Director of the La Crosse Symphony, the Waukegan 
Symphony, and the Wisconsin Philharmonic, as well as Curator of Concerts at MoCA 

Westport.  He spends his summers as Music Director of the Maverick Concerts in 
Woodstock, NY the oldest summer chamber music festival in America. 



heida week schedule

MONDAY 11.18 
Salon Performance by Priscila Navarro at the home of Bill + Jodi Felton, Weston at 6:30pm 
Master Class by Vienamin Blokh @ 3pm and Sahun Hong @ 4pm 

TUESDAY 11.19 
Salon Performance by Vienamin Blokh at the home of Kristin Foster, Redding at 6:30pm 
WSHU Live Finalist Interviews @ 2pm 
Master Class by Priscila Navarro @ 3pm and Stephanie Tang @ 4pm 

WEDNESDAY 11.20 
Salon Performance by Sahun Hong at the home of Lance + Terry Lundberg, Westport at 6:30pm 

THURSDAY 11.21 
Salon Performance by Stephanie Tang at the home of Dogan+ Laura Perese, Wilton at 6:30pm 

SATURDAY 11.23 
Winners Announcement + Reception @ MoCA Westport, 7pm 
with Juror Performances from Frederic Chiu, Simon Mulligan, and Spencer Myer 

Tickets for all events available at mocawestport.org

http://mocawestport.org


our hosts
Bill + Jodi Felton 
Thanks to the unwavering support of our Board Chairman, Bill Felton, and his gracious wife, Jodi, we will be kicking off Heida Week in style.   Bill 
and Jodi have long enjoyed classical music for its ability to transcend generations, and consider it an important pillar in their overall support of 
the arts.  They have hosted a number of concerts at their home in Weston, where they house a Wm. Knabe & Co. 1927 Baby Grand Piano and are 
looking forward to welcoming Priscila and offering her this platform to showcase her exceptional talent.  

Kristin Foster 
Following a career on Wall Street as an economist, Kristin has dedicated her time and energy to supporting the arts and has been an advocate of the 
Heida Competition for over a decade.  Her passion for classical music, and piano in particular, has afforded her involvement in a number of areas - 
from the Naples Botanical Gardens (where she has produced a series of concerts in which prize winning Heida alumni have performed) to Broadway 
(where she recently produced the hit show ‘A Sound Within’) to her own home (where she has hosted frequent and spectacular concerts).  She is 
thrilled to be able to offer our community the opportunity to hear such an exceptional performance this week on her lovely new Steinway Spirio.

Lance +Terry Lundberg 
Both Lance and Terry have been dedicated supporters of The Heida for many years and have enjoyed watching the mission of supporting young 
artists achieve professional success be realized over the years.  Terry, a licensed marriage and family therapy clinician, and Lance, a  highly 
successful entrepreneur, are looking forward to continuing that tradition and welcoming such an accomplished young man to Westport to 
perform in their home.  Lance, a committed local philanthropist, has been a Board Chair of the Greenwich YPO and former board member of the 
Westport Arts Center, and is currently the co-chair at Silver Hill Hospital.  

Dogan + Laura Perese  
Fostering the growth and careers of promising young pianists carries great importance in the home of the Perese family.  It began in Dogan’s 
childhood, as he developed a passion for playing classical music, a family tradition dating back to his great grandmother.  Since, he has studied 
performance with Lucy Scarbrough, founder of the El Paso Chopin Festival, and chamber music  with famed pianist Robert Levin at Harvard.   
Dogan’s experience in competitions and performances led to this year’s competition design, so as to both showcase and develop the essential 
skills required  to excel on today’s professional stage.  Dogan, Laura, and their one year old son Jorge, look forward to welcoming these promising 
young performers, and particularly Stephanie to their home in Wilton, where they have newly installed a hand-crafted Fazioli F212 Grand Piano, an 
exceptionally designed instrument whose soundboard comes from the same wood as the Stradivarius violin.



unveiling the hamburg d

Thanks to the commitment of MoCA Westport, formerly the Westport Arts Center, we are pleased to bring back 
Heida Hermanns’ mission of advancing the careers of promising emerging artists.   

And this year brings a particularly exciting aspect as we will celebrate yet another storied guest to the stage.   

To be played for the first time by our esteemed panel of judges, some of whom are former Heida Competition 
winners themselves, is MoCA Westport’s newly acquired Steinway Hamburg D Piano, which is generally 
speaking, the finest piano made in the world. 

Manufactured in the Steinway and Sons' original factory in Hamburg, Germany in the early 1980's, this nine-foot 
concert grand piano was for several years in the studio of Pro Piano, Inc., the regular supplier of concert pianos to 
Carnegie Hall. Due to this circumstance, the frame of this piano has been autographed by most of the finest 
pianists of the later 20th century: Vladimir Ashkenazy, Maurizio Pollini, Bella Davidovich, Grant Johannesen and 
Alicia de Larrocha, to mention but a few.  

Subsequently, the piano was the personal instrument of the noted American pianist Elizabeth Rich, from whose 
estate the piano was sold to MoCA Westport. This magnificent, vintage instrument, with its burnished, old-world 
sound, will be the focus of extraordinary evenings of music at MOCA Westport for many years to come. 

We give thanks to the generous donors who have funded this very special acquisition: Bill + Jodi Felton and 
another long time friend and supporter of Heida Hermanns, Joyce Thompson.



a call for support

After a two year hiatus, we are thrilled to see the return of the Heida Hermanns International Music Competition.    
It’s sustained success, however, needs supporters.  We hope you will consider a designated gift to help further 
propel the careers of these talents young musicians for many years to come. 

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP TIERS 
$25,000:  Title Sponsorship for the Week Long Series with full page ad in our program and  
4 tickets to each of the salon concerts, and 8 tickets to the Awards Party (28 total) 

$10,000:  Title Sponsorship for the Awards Party with half page ad in our program and 4 tickets for the evening  

$5,000:  Title Sponsorship for the Master Class Series and 2 tickets to one of the Salon Performances 

INDIVIDUAL BENEFACTOR TIERS 
$10,000:  Sponsor of the Winner’s Prize with 2 tickets to a salon event, and 2 tickets to the Awards Party (SOLD) 

$5,000:  VIP cocktails with our finalists and jurors prior to the Final Award Reception, 2 tickets to the evening, and 
designation on the Donor Page in the Program 

$1,000:  4 Tickets for the Week Long Series (20 total), and Designation on the Donor Page in the Program 

$500:  2 Tickets for the Week Long Series (10 total) and Designation on the Donor Page in the Program



We look forward to seeing you  
for Heida Week @ MoCA Westport


